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ship we saw each other every night except one. On the evenings I
had charge of the floor I could spend only a few minutes with him,
but Chad wasn't discouraged by that fact. The only night he missed
the long drive was die night before our wedding, and that time he
sent flowers. I easily persuaded myself he was strong and depend-
able and adult.
I soon learned he wasn't adult at all. On our honeymoon Chad
had a tonsillectomy he'd been needing a long while. The hotel doc-
tor happened to be a friend of mine and gave us a courtesy rate,
Chad wasn't hospitalized, and inside twenty-four hours he felt fine,
Nevertheless, he yearned for his mother. It was all I could do to
prevent him from inviting my mother-in-law to join us in the bridal
suite.
When we got back from our trip, Lady had already selected and
virtually spoken for the "bargain" house we now own. Financially
speaking, I suppose our house is a fair investment, but it's located
in a moribund community. Everybody else's children are in high
school, and most of the other wives are twenty years my senior.
After we settled in the house—I was too dumb to object to the
purchase—I discovered how maddeningly childish Chad can ha
For one thing, he expected me to shoulder the responsibility for get-
ting him up and off to work in the mornings. Chad is a talented
sleeper who can't be aroused by the noisiest alarm clock. I doubt
an earthquake would budge him. I didn't mind waking him-—once.
He demanded to be called six or eight times, at five-minute inter-
vals. If I got impatient and jerked off his blankets or if he took ex-
ception to the tone of my voice, he would roll over and stick to the
bed for another hour or so. Sometimes he didn't even go back to
sleep, he just lay there and sulked. Naturally, he was frequently
late to work. Never did he blame himself for being late. He blamed
me.
Since Chad's income isn't remarkable—he is an expert on air con-
ditioning, but is earning considerably less than he should be earn-
ing—we should stick to a careful budget. We are up to our eye-
brows in debt and installment payments. Holidays and anniversa^

